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RAOM John Joseph Ekelund graduated 
from the Naval Academy in 1949 and 
served a year in the destroyer escort 
Coolbaugh as Operations Officer. He 
then reactivated and served four months 
in USS Pirate (AM 275) until her sinking in 
Wonson, Korea, on 12 October 1950 
during combat minesweeping operations 
in preparation for amphibious operation. 
RADM Ekelund entered submarine 
school and was graduated in 1951. He 
then reported to duty in USS Cobia (SS 
245) and served as Gunnery Officer until 
October 1952. RADM Ekelund Qualified 
in Submarines during this tour. Following 
a period of conversion and fitting out of 
the USS Razorback, he reported on board 
and served as Gunnery, Operations and 
Engineering Officer until May 1955. He 
was designated Qualified for Command 
of Submarines during his tour in Razor-
back. 
June 1955 brought RADM Ekelund to 
duty with Commander Submarine Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet as the Assistant Tactics 
and Training Officer. During the subse-
quent tour at the U.S. Submarine School 
Staff, he instructed in Pro-Submarine 
Tactics in the basic course, assisted with 
the Perspective Commanding Officer 
course and participated in establishing 
the Refresher Training Course and Per-
spective Executive Officer course. 
In 1958 RADM Ekelund was transferred 
to Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for the 
commissioning and fitting out of the new 
construction guided missile submarine 
USS Growler (SSG 577) and subsequently 
assumed duties as Navigator, Operations 
Officer, Engineering Officer and Execu-
tive Officer. November 1961 RADM 
Ekelund relieved as Commanding Officer 
of the USS Grayback (SSG 574). During his 
tours in Growler and Grayback, he 
participated in seven submarine special 
operations and deterrent patrols in the 
Pacific. 
During the period January to August 
1964, RADM Ekelund pursued a course of 
study at the Armed Forces Staff College 
and attended the Polaris Command 
Course. Upon completion of this instruc-
tion, he was ordered to the Joint Strategic 
Target Planning Staff where he was 
assigned as a member of the Tactics 
Branch. In 1966 he returned for a tour of 
duty as the Staff of Commander Submar-
ine force, U.S. Pacific Fleet as Force Plans 
Officer. 
In July 1968 he was transferred to the 
University of Rochester to pursue post-
graduate education. Upon graduation in 
September 1968, he was awarded a Master 
of Science Degree in Systems Analysis. 
After a short period of temporary duty at 
the Center for Naval Analysis, RADM 
Ekelund reported in January 1970 to the 
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations as 
Head, Strategic Warfare Analysis Branch 
in the Systems Analysis Division. 
In March 1972, RADM Ekelund report-
ed to Vietnam and assumed duties as 
Assistant Chief of Staff for Administration 
on the combined staff of Commander 
U.S. Naval Forces and Chief Naval Adviso-
ry Group, U.S. Military Assistance Com-
mand , Vietnam and became the Chief of 
Staff in November 1972. 
After completing periods of temporary 
duty in Hawaii and Washington, RADM 
Ekelund was ordered to Command of USS 
Albany (CG 10) in July 1973. 
Following this command tour RADM 
Ekelund was assigned to the Naval War 
College as the Dean of Academics. He was 
selected for Flag rank in January 1976 and 
in July assumed the duties as Deputy 
Director of Naval Education and Training. 
In April 1977 RADM Ekelund was assigned 
to the Central Intelligence Agency as the 
National Intelligence Officer for General 
Purpose Forces. 
In June 1978 RADM Ekelund was 
assigned to duty as U.S. Commander 
South Atlantic Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet. 
He assumed the post of Superintendent of 
the Naval Postgraduate School on January 
24, 1980. 
A native of Maryland, he is married to 
the former Lynn Schumacher of Ansonia, 
Connecticut. They have seven children: 
John, Jr., Christopher, Terri , Peter, Tracy, 
Patricia and Kent. 
RADM Ekelund wears the legion of 
Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, Joint 
Services Commendation Medal, Presi-
dential Unit Commendation Ribbon, 
Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Ko-
rean Presidential Unit Commendation 
Ribbon, the Navy Expeditionary Medal 
and various service and campaign medals 
from World War II, the Korean and 
Vietnam conflicts. 0 

